
 
 

"Nature divides living beings into the arrivals and the departers. The departers 
turn towards the shadows, the arrivals towards the light.”  
- Victor Hugo, Les Misérables. 
 
Les Arrivants (The Arrivals) is comprised of Amichai Ben Shalev 
(bandoneon), Abdul-Wahab Kayyali (oud), and Hamin Honari 
(percussions), three musicians who settled in Montréal during the 
COVID-19 pandemic between the summers of 2019 and 2020. 
Through the lens of this unique moment in history, they met and 
discovered their new home city as lockdowns and uncertainties 
permeated their lives. 
 
The repertoire Les Arrivants has developed mirrors their resettlement 
experience. It is informed by the traditions the instrumentalists have 
mastered throughout their careers – Argentine Tango, Classical 
Arabic music, and traditional Persian rhythms. It equally reflects the 
musical possibilities that can only emerge out of a cosmopolitan 
centre such as Montréal. In other words, Les Arrivants have created 
an introspective sonic experience that depicts the relationships and 
views of newcomers to Montréal, while channeling complex 
emotions associated with migration and travel. 
 
Their music captures the highs and lows of the resettlement– 
experience, the nostalgia and longing for places and people left 
behind, and the search for new comforts and goals. It also expresses 
the joys of seeing friendly faces in times of great uncertainty and 
turmoil, and anger at global injustices and inequalities exacerbated by 
the pandemic.   
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“[Les Arrivants] weave a 
finely embroidered quilt of 
influences from their 
respective musical 
traditions…The evanescent 
melodies intertwine with the 
improvisations and vice-
versa, in the course of sonic 
scenarios that unfold with 
fluidity before us.” 
Frederic Carrdin, 
PANM360 

“Les Arrivants’ tight 
seamless blending of styles 
and instrumentals creates 
accessible, colourful, 
world/popular music for 
all to enjoy.”  
Tiina Kiik, The 
Whole Note 

www.lesarrivants.com 
Facebook: LesArrivants 
Album: Home 
Promo video: here.  
Booking inquiries: 
info@lesarrivants.com 

http://www.lesarrivants.com/
https://www.facebook.com/LesArrivants
https://oh.lnk.to/Home_LesArrivants
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wvj_1R0hN7U
mailto:info@lesarrivants.com


L E S  A R R I V A N T S - T R I O  
 

T E C H N I C A L  R I D E R C O N C E R T  H A L L S

KM 184 (or similar)

SM57
3 Chairs

Monitors with separate mixes

Oud

Bandoneon* 

Percussion 

SPEAKING MIC

*Bandoeon will often bring 2 clip-on DPA 4099

Short Stand for Oud and 3 Short stands for Perc

Talking Mic


